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NOVEMBER 1955 


THE BAPTIST WORLD 


As already announced, Joel Sorenson’s successor 
as youth secretary of the Alliance, Robert S. 
Denny, will assume his duties in Washington Jan- 
uary 1, 1956. The BWA Youth News will there- 
fore not be published in Stockholm after the end 
of 1955. 

Future arrangements are now being explored 
but it already appears that it will not be feasible 
to publish two separate papers for the Alliance. 
The associate secretary for youth work and the 
general secretary will be working hand in glove, 
and the most practical solution—when we consider 
staf, economy, and quality—will be a combi- 
nation of the quarterly Youth News and the 
monthly Baptist Wortp. This means an increase 
in the size of the publication with Volume 3 
Number 1, January, 1956, when Mr. Denny joins 
the editorial staff. Those who receive only one 
of these papers now will then be receiving both— 
combined. 

The young people—all who are not serving in 
some official capacity—are already paying a sub- 
scription price of one dollar a year. It seems 
only reasonable that those who receive THE Bap- 
mst WorLD—again with the exception of those 
serving the Alliance in an official capacity—should 
be willing to pay one dollar (or seven shillings) 
for a monthly paper of eight pages of news in 
1956. For a convenient way to order your sub- 
scription, please turn to back page. 

A.T.O. 
Dr. Henry Prochazka 


According to a report of September 23 which 
we have reason to consider reliable, Henry Pro- 
chazka has been released from prison. 

This Czechoslovakian leader, together with three 
of his fellow workers, was sentenced to a prison 
term in June, 1953, for alleged espionage on be- 
half of the Baptist World Alliance. Dr. Prochazka 
was given twelve years on this absurd charge. 
The state of his health has been very poor, and 
earnest attempts have been made by his friends, 
Baptists and others, to persuade the authorities to 
telease him. 

This news will bring joy to hearts in many 
countries. More than a generation ago Dr. Pro- 
chazka became active in the work of the Baptist 
World Alliance. At the Atlanta congress in 1939 


Bulletin of the Baptist World Alliance, published monthly 
1628 Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washington 9, D. C., U. S. A. 


EDITORS: Arnold T. Ohrn, Marjorie Moore Armstron 


1. 
VOLUME 2, Number 9 


he represented his country, which was already 
occupied by Hitler, at the roll call of nations, and 
electrified the great audience in the Ponce de Leon 
ball park with his opening words: “I come from 
a country which was, and is not, and still shall be, 
in the eternal justice of God.” 

So far as is known his companions in distress 
have not been released. Do not forget the power 
of prayer. A.T.O. 


Russian Baptists to U.S.A.? 


Four Baptist ministers from the U.S.A. were 
the guests last summer of the All Union Council 
of Evangelical Christian Baptists. They arrived 
in Russia on August 4 and left on August 18, 
after visiting thirteen Baptist churches in twelve 
cities and villages. The four were: Theodore F. 
Adams, Richmond, Virginia, president of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance; Joseph H. Jackson, Chicago, 
Illinois, president of the National Baptist Conven- 
tion, U.S.A., Inc.; V. Carney Hargroves, Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania, former president of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention; and the general secretary 
of the BWA. 

During this visit the possibility of inviting a 
Russian delegation to the U.S.A. was discussed, 
and exploratory steps are now being taken. 

On his return from Russia, Dr. Adams had this 
to say about Russian Baptist leaders: “They are 
anxious to come, and there is no question about 
their being able to get permission to come. We 
hope they can make their trip next spring or 
summer so they can attend the BWA Executive 


Committee of the Alliance.” 
A.T.0. 


Billy Graham Visiting England Again 


A week at Cambridge University, three days at 
Oxford, and two weeks of work with television 
producers in England are on Dr. Billy Graham’s 
itinerary for November, following his month-long 
Greater Toronto Crusade. A total of 362,000 
persons attended meetings which he addressed in 
Canada, and 7,348 made “decisions for Christ.” 
The offering during the 27 meetings held at the 
Coliseum, the Maple Leaf Gardens and the grand- 
stand totaled $195,000. 

India is Dr. Graham’s destination early in 1956. 
He has received an invitation from more than 25 
representative Church leaders. He has tentative 
plans to spend six weeks in that country. 





BWA Committees to Meet 


The next meeting of the Administrative Com- 
mittee of the Alliance will take place in Washing- 
ton at the headquarters, on November 23. 

The annual meeting of the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee, a much larger body, will also take place 
in Washington. The time is May, 1956, the exact 
date to be announced. 


Australasia 


Australia 


The Foreign Mission Board of the Baptist Union 
of Australia has voted to enter Dutch New Guinea. 
The new area of proposed mission work is in the 
mountains at the opposite end of the island in 
which Australian Baptist missionaries have been 
at work for some years. The Rev. A. F. Roberts 
is the new chairman of the Foreign Board. 

The Council of the Australian Union endorsed 
an invitation of its Board of Evangelism to Dr. 
Billy Graham to visit Australia. The Primate of 
Australia has been urged to call a meeting of 
representatives of all the churches to consider an 
evangelistic crusade under the direction of the 
American Baptist evangelist. 


Africa 


Gold Coast 


Moogla Baptist believers in the northern ter- 
ritories of the Gold Coast, West Africa, have 
a new church building. It was built in a single 
day! 

Early that morning 25 men of the First Baptist 
Church of Tamale, the only organized Baptist 
church in the area, climbed aboard a truck with 
long posts and bundles of rope. When they 
reached the Dagomba village of Moogla (Maw-la) 
twenty miles north of Tamale, they found a big 
group of men and boys awaiting their arrival. 
During the first hour of their work together, the 
poles went into place for rafters and beams. 
Smaller trees were tied to them to form the frame- 
work for roof and walls. By noon the grass was 
being tied to the frame. By sundown the Tamale 
men, all members of the Yoruba tribe, boarded 
the truck for home, leaving a new church house 
in the village. 

This is only one phase of the work of the 
Evangelism Committee of the Tamale Church. A 
team of believers goes to each of eight villages 
every week to hold services. The “Father of our 
Dagomba Baptist work” is D. L. Alasade, former 
leader of the Tamale Church, now employed by 
the American Baptist Mission to sponsor missions 
among the Dagombas. Gideon Adeleke began to 
work in the northern area last January, and is 
chiefly responsible for the Moogla project. 


South Africa 


The Golden Jubilee of Baptist mission work jp 
Lambaland, as fostered by the South African Bap. 
tist Missionary Society, was celebrated at Kafulg. 
futa last July. As reported in the South African 
Baptist by one of the missionaries, the four-day 
convention was preceded by an intensive five-day 
Bible study course for ministers, evangelists, and 
teachers. 

In special preparation for the observance, the 
Christians of the area made a special canvass of 
the villages, preaching and winning to Christ as 
many as possible. Physical preparations included 
many days’ work in cutting grass and in cop. 
structing a colony of grass shelters known as 
“Fiesasa” for the 1,000 African visitors expected, 
Each man was asked to contribute 3 shillings and 
each woman 2 shillings so that essential food 
could be bought in bulk, and supplied to the 
guests from a central point of distribution. 

On the opening night of the Convention, the 
visitors gathered in the “forest cathedral.” The 
church building was entirely too small to accom. 
modate the crowd; the undergrowth had been 
cleared from a large area of forest, a mud platform 
had been built at one end of the area with a grass 
canopy over it, another grass canopy was pro- 
vided near by for the Paramount Chief, and long 
rows of cut grass were piled up for pews. 

As the Christians entered, ushers carrying 
torches showed them to their seats. The men 
chose to sit on one side of the aisle, the women 
on the other, in true African style. The innumer- 
able babies in the congregation were nearly all 
asleep by this time of the evening. The evan- 
gelistic service with which the Convention opened 
was conducted by the light of three pressure lan- 
terns. Between 800 and 900 people were present. 

On Saturday, the first full day, a prayer meet- 
ing at 7:30 A.M. was followed at 10:30 by a gen- 
eral meeting, addressed by the South African Mis. 
sionary Society’s general secretary, Dr. W. H. 
Doke. An all-women’s meeting was held at 2:30, 
with 450-500 present, and immediately following 
that, the men of the Convention met. Another 
evangelistic service was held that evening. 

Sunday’s program included morning watch, Sun 
day school, and morning worship with an audience 
of 1,500. A baptismal service for eleven candi- 
dates was held at the river after the benediction. 
In midafternoon 850 church members sat around 
the “Lord’s Table” to participate in communion. 


Baptist World Fellowship 
by F. Townley Lord 
$1.75 from American Baptist Book Stores 
7s. 6d. from British Baptist sources 
The first and only history of the Baptist 


World Alliance, up through the Fourth 
Baptist Youth World Conference in Rio. 











Europe 


Russia 

Of considerable interest to all who have read 
the BWA Secretary’s report of the visit to Russia 
by three American Baptist preachers and himself 
we excerpts from the October 21 issue of U.S. 
News and World Report. An interview with 
Robert Kennedy, counsel for the U.S. Senate In- 
ystigations Subcommittee, brother of a U.S. Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, and a Roman Catholic, 
confirmed some of the Baptist visitors’ observations 
about religion. 

Mr. Kennedy stated that he found a “great num- 
ber” of Baptists in the Moslem area of Bukhara 
in Central Asia. These are Russians, he said, 
not Orientals. “The minister in Tashkent said 
that in 1952 he had a congregation of 700 Bap- 
tists, and now he has a congregation of 2,000. 
When we attended, there were over 1,000 pcople 
there, and there was also a good-sized congrega- 
tion in Frunze,” the magazine quoted Mr. Kennedy 
as saying. 

Describing the Russian Orthodox services he 
attended in Central Asia, he said, “There were 
dlder people, mostly women, attending the service 
with only a small percentage of younger people. 
However, in contrast, at Baptist services there 
were a great number of young people and a great 
number of men.” 


Spain 

The Baptist Church at Elche in the province 
of Alicante was closed and sealed October 5, by 
order of the governor of the province. The ex- 
planation given by the authorities for this action 
was that the church did not have written permis- 
sion to hold services. 

The Elche Church, after many months of wor- 
ship in the homes of the members, erected a 
chapel in which to worship. It was completed in 
1954, and official request for permission to occupy 
the building and conduct regular services in it 
was made immediately. For almost a year the 
church waited for the answer. At last, the con- 
gregation voted to move into the building and 
begin services. On Wednesday following the Sun- 
day when services began, the police closed the 
building. 

The Second Baptist Church of Madrid was 
closed July 17, 1954, in the same way. The na- 
tional Baptist paper, Eco de la Verdad, was forced 
‘0 suspend publication some time ago, and there 
is little hope that the ban will be lifted soon. 

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
with whom the Spanish Baptists are most directly 
tlated. has recently been granted permission to 
buy property in Malaga, Santander Department. 
The request has been pending for four years; the 
Board has been unable to buy property in Spain 
for a number of years. 


Asia 
Philippine Islands 


The new Baptist hospital at Mati, a small city 
on the only deep-water bay on the east coast of 
the Philippines, received nationwide attention last 
summer following an event of June 30. 

A Russian freighter docked at Mati late that 
afternoon and its captain asked directions to the 
Baptist hospital. He told the staff doctor that a 
stewardess on board ship had suddenly become 
ill and needed medical aid, perhaps an appen- 
dectomy. Taking the precaution to appeal to the 
police for an escort before he went to the ship for 
investigation, Dr. Resurreccién, the doctor in 
charge in the absence of the entire missionary 
force (at that time attending Mission meeting in 
Manila), accompanied the captain, examined the 
patient, confirmed the inexperienced ship doctor’s 
diagnosis of the case, and ordered surgery. 


Acting Associate Secretary for Europe 


Henry Cook of London, 
who will serve the Al- 
liance as European secre- 
tary until October 1, 1956, 
was educated in the Bap- 
tist Theological College 
of Glasgow and Glasgow 
University. He was pas- 
tor of Leamington-road 
Baptist Church, Black- 
burn, 1910-21; chaplain 
to the armed forces 1917- 
19; pastor at Blenheim Church in Leeds, 1921- 
25 and at Ferme Park Church, Hornsey, 1925-39. 
He then became General Superintendent for the 
Metropolitan Area and Secretary of the London 
Baptist Association, serving from 1939 to 1954. 
He was president of the European Baptist Federa- 
tion, 1952-54. In 1954 he was elected vice-president 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and automatically became its president in 
the spring of 1955 for one year. He was awarded 
the honorary degree of doctor of divinity by 
William Jewell College, Liberty, Missouri, last 
July 15. Dr. Cook and his wife live in London. 


The patient was removed from the dock by am- 
bulance and the operation was performed before 
midnight. Early the next morning, the ambulance 
returned her to the ship. The captain, apologizing 
for his inability to pay for the service in either 
Philippine or American currency, asked for the 
hospital bill, and then sent token gifts of canned 
goods, cigarettes, and other ship’s supplies to the 
doctor. Some days later the Russian Embassy 
delivered to the American Embassy in Manila, to 
be forwarded to the Baptist hospital at Mati, the 
sum of $500 in payment for the operation. Since 








the bill rendered was for $50, the hospital de- 
clined to accept the full amount. 

A full page of photographs of the Mati hospital 
and its staff, the Russian vessel and the bay ap- 
peared in a leading Manila daily, and a long fea- 
ture article of the event appeared in another. 
People all over Southeast Asia learned of the 
presence of the Baptist hospital at Mati for the 
first time, as a result of this unexpected emergency 
call. 


Foreign missionaries’ children in Japan at- 
tending a vacation Bible school during the annual 
Mission meeting at Amagi, when their parents 
were engaged in business and inspiration, made 
an offering for home missions. The treasurer of 
the Japan Baptist Mission forwarded the $100 to 
the treasurer of the Southern Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Board, with the explanation of its source. 


Two Negro Baptist congregations in New Mex- 
ico have affiliated with the Southern Baptist As- 
sociation, a group of all-white churches of the 
state, and two Negro Baptist churches in Austin, 
Texas, were admitted recently to the Austin Bap- 
tist Association. 


European Baptist Missionary Society’s first 
missionaries were given a farewell September 18 
at Stuttgart. The Rev. Maurice Farelly and wife, 
Dr. Madeline Farelly, left for Africa to begin work 
in the northern part of French Cameroun. Chief 
Ngaka Akwa of that country was a guest speaker 
at the farewell service. 


Belem, North Brazil, at the mouth of the Ama- 
zon River, is the site of a new Baptist seminary, 
sponsored by the Equatorial Mission of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, U.S.A. Brazilian Baptist 
leader Harold Schaly and Missionary Paul E. 
Sanderson compose the faculty of the infant school. 


Tampico, Mexico, has been so hard hit by hy. 
ricanes this year, the Baptists of Mexico and o{ 
the U.SA.—primarily of Houston, Texas—hay 
provided food, clothing, and medicines for the re. 
lief of its 110,000 inhabitants. The supplies wer 
delivered to Tampico by air and from the airport 
to the Baptist church by boat. 


South India’s Ramapatnam Baptist Theolog. 
ical Seminary celebrated its eightieth anniversary 
this year by laying the foundation stone for the 
Jubilee building. The Telugu Baptists contribute 
a record offering of 8,000 rupees for it. 


Editor G. B. Blackburn of The Victorian Bap. 
tist Witness of Melbourne, Australia, and General 
Secretary of the Baptist Union of Australia, re. 
porting on his tour of Europe, mentions the pastor 
of the Baptist Church in Vienna, Austria: “We 
learned that the Rev. A. Keoster had baptized 120 
Russian soldiers during the Occupation [of Aus. 
tria],” he said. 


The South African Baptist Missionary Society 
is completing its new Jubilee Mission Hospital 
and doctor’s home in the Transvaal. Dr. C. D, 
Orchard of Hammanskraal is in charge. 


The Romanian Baptist Youth Fellowship of 
America held its 43rd annual convention in Sep. 
tember. For five years they have contributed to 
the work being done by the Rev. and Mrs. Ray 
Wolfe in Africa, the Rev. Paul Brindusa in Cali- 
fornia, and the Rev. Jeremia Hodoroaba in Met, 
France. 


New director of adult work of the National 
Council of Churches’ Joint Commission on Mis 
sionary Education (U.S.A.) is Robert A. Elfers, 
of the American Baptist Publication Society. He 
will be responsible for the production of adult 
publications for Friendship Press, New York. 
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